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Afghans Will Not Be Intimidated 


Over four-million Afghans 
have registered to vote in 
the September elections for 
a new national government 
One of them is thirty-ninc- 
vcar-old school teacher and 
mother of six. A/.i ma 
Nabi. She says the 
elections will mark a 
crucial milestone on the 
road to a better 
Afghanistan. 

Lieutenant General David 
Barno. the U S. commander 
in Afghanistan, agrees He 
says the registration turnout 
is “a key barometer of the 
commitment of (he 
individual Afghans to their 
democratic future." That is 
why the Talcban. al-Qaida. 
and other terrorist groups 
arc still trying to disrupt 
Afghanistan's democratic 
process: 

"They realize that the 
election is about the future 
of the Afghan people, that 
the Afghan people arc fully 
committed to seeing 
through a political 
democratic process that 


includes this election.” 
General Barno says the 
effort to root out the 
terrorists is being stepped 
up on both sides of the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border: 

"Between operations here 
in Afghanistan, which 
have been very aggressive 
in the last three months 
with Operation Mountain 
Storm and the current 
Pakistani operations, 
which are the most robust 
that they 've ever executed 
with large numbers of 
forces -- over ten-thousand 
members of the Pakistani 
military working now over 
a number of targets 
throughout South 

Wa/.iristan — I think al- 
Qaida and its network is 
under tremendous pressure 
here. And that will continue 
to squeeze them as we 
operate effectively on both 
sides of the border with 
some very significant 
combat operations " 
Meanwhile savs General 


Barno. the hunt goes on for 
Osama bin Laden. Mullah 
Omar, and other terrorist 
leaders believed to be 
hiding in Afghanistan or 
Pakistan 

"We ll continue to focus 
on finding the key leaders 
in these organizations and 
bringing them to justice, 
but we also are very aware 
that taking down their 
network is going to be 
critical to making sure that 
their ability to threaten 
others is not continued.” 
Besides the terror threat. 
Afghanistan faces the 
issues of narcotics 
trafficking, demobilizing 
regional militias, 

expanding the capacity of 
local governments, and 
speeding up 

reconstruction "Meeting 
these and other challenges 
that this emerging 
democracy faces will not 
be easy." General Barno 
said "But ihc Afghan 
people will not be facing 
these challenges alone 


Kami's Plea To NATO On Ttoops 



President Karzai insisted September elections must go ahead on time 


Press Release 


Monthly Press Briefing by Ambassador and 
Special Presidential Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad 

; I would like to open today's meeting by focusing on the courage that has been 
shown m recent days by the Afghan people. 

I am. of course, speaking about the recent terrorist v lolcnce directed against election 
workers in Jalalabad and citizens carrying voter registration cards in Uruzgan 
The incidents were barbaric, and we have the deepest sympathy for the victims and, 
their families, 

■Tragically , vve should expect that terrorists and extremists to launch more such 
attacks in an effort to derail Afghanistan's historic elections 

Afghanistan's friends - the Coalition and the international community - will do all 
that vve can to stop such v iolencc and to hold the elections on schedule 
The friends of Afghanistan have the greatest respect for way the Afghan people 
hav e reacted to tins v iolence. 

I We have long known that Afghans are courageous in war We are now seeing that 
[the Afghans - average Afghan citizens - are also courageous in seeking political 
freedom and a voice in their future 

Afghans are on the frontlines of the battle for freedom in the world Americans, 
who are partners in this struggle, have the deepes admiration for the defiance and 
determination of Afghans in the face of extremist violence 

I It is easy to see why Let me read to you a quotation from Fauzia \lohammadi. one 
of the survivors of the Jalalabad bombing "They attacked us. and some of us died, 
and some of us were injured But vve will go back I will go ahead, if m\ 
government w ants me to. I'm not scared " 

At the same time. Afghans continue to register to vote at a rate of 100.000 per duv 
Total registration has reached 5.2 million 

Tins shows violence will not deter Afghans in the pursuit of their freedom 
The recent kilims are also revealing about enemy Inugiiu ilk tact that these 
people are killing 1 unarmed men. women and ehildten llieirs i> a vision of 
darkness and death But the Afghan nation insists on rebirth 

According to reports, the gunmen involved in the killings in Uruzgan searched then 
victims for voter registration cards and denounced those who had them The killers 
i also claimed that elections were "un-lslamic " 

We should pause and reflect on that absurd statement The truth is that the Islamic 
faith is frilly consistent with democracy There is nothing about a Muslim that 
makes him unable or unfit to v ote to select his leaders and to shape the future of his 
family and his country 

I’he ideology of the terrorists is an insult, personally to me a Muslim, and to 
Muslims in Afghanistan and around the world 

On behalf of the American people. I want to say that vve share the sorrow at the loss 
of your brave fellow citizens. Flowever. vve are also inspired by the fact that the 
Afghan nation wants to do the right thing - to leave behind forever the extremism 
and the backward, totalitarian rule of the past and to seize this opportunity to secure 
their own freedom and self-government 

Also, before I take y our questions. I wanted to just highlight a few of the important 
developments during the last month 

• President Karzai had a very successful visit to the United States We agreed to 
enter into discussions about forming a long-term partnership between our two 
countries and to focus additional assistance on the power and water sectors. 

• Regarding the security sector, the number of trained ANA troops has reached 
12.360 and the ranks of trained Afghan National Police have reached 17.000. 

• In Istanbul. NATO has agreed to expand its operations in northern Afghanistan 
ISAF will operate PRTs whose operations will cover nine additional provinces 
Tins is the first stage of additional NATO ISAF expansion. 

We have distributed a tact sheet that summarizes the progress in reconstruction 
during the past month 


President Hamid 
Karzai has 

addressed NATO 
leaders at a summit 
In Istanbul, urging 
them to send 
promised extra 
peace-keepers 
4mmediately. 

NATO lias agreed to 
increase us forces from 
6.500 to 10.000 to bolster 
security during September 
elections 

Mr Karzai thanked the 
leaders, but added: "I 
would like you to please 
hurry, conic sooner than 
September." 

He again insisted the polls 
must be held on time 
despite a UN warning that 
security concerns might 
force a delay 

Mr Karzai was addressing 
ihc leaders of the 26- 
member military alliance 
on the second and final day 
of their summit in Istanbul 
He said: "I welcome very 
much your decision 
yesterday to send us 
security forces to help us 
with the elections 
"But... vve need security 
forces today in Afghanistan 
to provide a secure 
environment for elections 
for the Afghan people and 
bey ond " 

NATO's extra troops are set 


to bolster security in the 
capital. Kabul, and the more 
stable north of the country 
Mr. Karzai had wanted 
extra peace-keepers for the 
more unstable areas, 
particularly the south and 


Bui correspondents say 
those areas arc likely io be 
left to a 20.000-strong L'S- 
led combat force. 

Mr. Karzai had earlier 
rejected suggestions that 
the additional troops would 
make no difference to 
security in Afghanistan 
"Kabul has about 5.000 
troops and Kabul has been 
a very safe place for 
Afghanistan and lor the 
international community." 
he said. 

"If the strength goes to 
10.000 troops and if that's 
deployed around the 
country, where vve don't 
have NATO forces right 
now. ihat w ill bring about a 
lot of difference to the 
security of life, to the 
citizens of Afghanistan 
where they're deployed." 

Mr Karzai pronounced 
himself "happy" with the 
NATO arrangement, but 
said the Afghan people 
were looking for more help. 
He told the NATO leaders: 
"The Afghan people keep 
coming to me from all parts 


of the country and arc 

asking for increased 

participation of Ihc 

international assistance 

security forces They tmst 

these forces" 

The response back in Kabul 
w as more blunt 


the 9.5m electorate had 
been registered so far. 

The leaders at the NATO 
summit include US 
President George W Bush. 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and French 
President Jacques Chirac 
A huge security operation 
was launched ahead of the 
summit, involving 20.000 
police officers. 

Warplanes patrolled the 
skies of Istanbul and 
Turkish commandos were 
patrolling the Bosporus in 
boats armed with machine 
guns. 

On Monday, police used 
batons, tear gas and water 
cannon to stop hundreds of 
protesters from approaching 
the conference centre in the 
centre of the city where the 
NATO leaders were 
meeting. 

Protesters threw petrol 
bombs and stones as they 
clashed with security forces 
about 3km (two miles) from 
a barricaded zone 
surrounding ihc venue 
The NATO leaders were 



Defense ministry 

spokesman General Zahir 
Azimy said: "It's up to... 
NATO, but this is not 
sufficient: vve expect more." 
Mr, Karzai warned there 
would be a long fight 
against remnants of the 
Talcban regime but insisted 
again that the elections 
must be held in September 
He said that about 5 2m of 


also discussing Iraq, and 
agreed to offer training to 
the security forces of the 
new interim government. 
But the move fell well short 
of US hopes that NATO 
would assume a major 
military role in Iraq 
Mr Chirac repeated his 
opposition to a NATO role 
inside Iraq 


Poverty Forces Children to Quit School to Work 


KAMI'I - 

While millions of children 
have returned to school 
following ihe collapse of the 
l.ihhan regime in late 2001. 
lens ol thousands of school- 
age voungsters. restricted bv 
economic hardship, must 
^1 ill work on the streets of 
Kabul, to sustain their 
families 

"I would love to go to 
1 school, bill I can’l I here is 
| no one else m my family lo 
: work except me." /.uhi. a 
|o-\car-old bov selling 
shopping bugs in a cmwdcd 
market said 

"I was in school, but Iasi 
vein I failed because I was 
nothing on the streets all 
duv “ Barvalai a 12-vcur- 
old shoe sinner said, 
explaining that villi a 
disabled father and two 
sisters and i lounger 
brothel to feed, his pnoritv 
was Ills fannlv 

Such cases are not unusual 
in urban area- more 
children work openli on the 
streets ' I rtward 

Curwatdmc a spokesman 


fot the I anted Nations' male and female, often director of the NOO's Street- 


Children's Fund 

<UNICEF),said in Kabul, 
noting that an estimated 
40.1)00 children were now 
working on the city's streets 
According lo a 1096 survey 
conducted by the Afghan 
N( i<) Aschianu. the tiennun 
aid group Ierre des 
Nommes and the office of 
the I nited Nations I ligh 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), about 2X.000 
children were identified as 
"street-working children" in 
|u populous districts of 
Kabul 

Manv of the children lost the 
breadwinners in their homes 
or were put on the street to 
work, most of them as 
shoeshine tuns or porters, 
washing ears burning 
incense, selling small items 
or collecting metal < Hhers 
still resort to 'begging, but 
larelv admit it. considering 
such acts shameful. 
But such street children are 
hurdli new in the war- 
ravaged eitv of some three 
million l he children, both 


assume the . duty or 
responsibility of earning 
income for their families 
after the main breadwinners 
are killed or disabled. 
For many children in Kabul, 
the families are unable to 
provide even the basics To 
support - the family , the 
children have to work to 
eam something for food, 
often under particularly dire 
conditions. 

And while hazardous child 
labor had not been as 
commonplace as in other 
countries in the region. 
UNICEF remained 

concerned that children who 
have lo work in some way 
to assist their families did 
not have access to education 
and health care. Carwardine 
explained 

It is precisely such issues 
that Aschiana is working to 
address "We are try ing hard 
to cut the number of poor 
children working on the 
streets, and fortunately we 
have had some success." 
Mohammad Yousuf, the 


working children centre, 
said 

Since 1995. they have 
trained 2.600 street children 
in a variety of vocational 
fields including caqx'iitry. 
painting and mechanics, he 
said, noting they were still 
working with close to 3.000 
children in such areas. 
According to UNICEF, in 
order to better assist children 
who do work, or who live in 
vulnerable families. 

Afghanistan needed a strong 
social care system. “The fact 
that so many children have 
to work in the first place is 
an indication of the 
economic hardship and stress 
faced by many Afghan 
families," the UNICEF 
official said. 

Carwardine said the countiy 
needed more long-term 
support to tackle the issue of 
child labor in the war- 
affected country "It would 
be naive to think that the 
issue of working children 
can be solved in a short 
reriod of time.'’ he noted. 
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NATO To Strengthen Afghan Force 



NATO is to increase its troop 
numbers in Afghanistan from 
6,500 to 10,000 for the elections 

there in September. 

NATO leaders announced (lie increase at a 
summit in Istanbul 

President Hamid Kar/ai. attending the summit 
has warned repeatedh that the polls could he 


seriously threatened if security were not 
improved. 

Suspected Taleban militants have been staging 
increasing attacks in the country. raising 
doubts that free elections could be 
successfulb held 

The leaders said in a statement at the opening 
of the summit "Contributing to peace and 


stability in Afghanistan is NATO's kc> 
priorits... We will commit the resources 
needed to make this mission a success." 

A NATO official in Istanbul said "Today 
NATO's presence amounts to 6.500 troops We 
will augment these numbers... to reach 
approximately 10.000 troops in theatre during 
the election period." 

The expansion will reportedly include four 
more permanent peacekeeping units in northern 
cities - two of them British-led. one German 
and one Dutch. 

Currently NATO's mission is restricted to 
Kabul, and the northern city of Kiuidu/ 
Non-governmental organizations have been 
critical of NATO's failure to expand us 
operations 

Mr Karzai was elected by a Loya Jirga or 
grand council and is now seeking a popular 
mandate in the September elections, which 
were originally planned to have been held in 
June. 

The NATO move follows another weekend of 
violence in Afghanistan 
Sixteen people were killed by suspected 
Taleban fighters in central Unizgan province, 
apparently for holding v oter registration papers 
Three women died on Saturday in a bomb 
attack on female election workers in the eastern 
city of Jalalabad The Taleban said it carried 
out the attack 

Seven Afghan policemen were also killed in an 
ambush bv unidentified gunmen in the western 
prov nice of Farali on Sunday 


Afghanistan Says 


ISTANBUL (Reuters) - 
France has blocked a 
U.S. bid to deploy 
NATO's new strike 
force to safeguard 
Afghanistan's elections, 
stoking tension 

between the two allies 
that fell out over the 
Iraq war, diplomats 
said Tuesday. 

"France, and to a 
lesser extent others 
such as Spain, are 
suspicious about using 
the NATO Response 
Force (NRF),” said one 
envoy at the alliance 
summit in Istanbul. 
"It says the force is not 
ready for this kind of 
environment and 
should not be used 
simply as a sticking 
plaster for troop 
shortages on routine 
operations." 

France's opposition to 
a proposal that could 
help resolve NATO’s 
problems finding 
troops to make the 
September polls safe 
exasperated Defense 
Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld, who pushed 
the idea hard at a 
meeting of allied 
defense ministers. 
A senior U.S. official 
said Rumsfeld had 
suggested that the 
alliance could 

sometimes use its 
Defense Planning 
Committee -- on which 
France has no seat 
because it is not part of 
NATO's integrated 
military structure -- to 
authorize an NRF 
deployment. 

Such a decision would 
normally be taken in 
the North Atlantic 
Council, a decision-by¬ 


consensus body at 
which all 26 member 
nations of NATO are 
represented. 

Chirac told a news 
conference that the 
NRF - set up last year 
with a heavy French 
contingent but not due 
to become fully 
operational until 

October 2006 — should 
only be used when 
there is a serious 
security crisis, not for 
Afghan-style missions. 
"The NRF is not 
designed for this. It 
shouldn't be used just 
for any old matter," he 
said. He has added 
that an overt NATO 
presence in 

Afghanistan could in 
itself exacerbate 

security problems 
during the elections. 
Chirac undermined 
efforts in Istanbul to 
portray the 

transatlantic alliance as 
united once more after 
the divisions sparked 
by last year's U.S.-led 
invasion of Iraq, of 

which Paris and Berlin 
were Europe’s fiercest 
critics. 

Shortly after the allies 
had agreed Monday to 
help the new Baghdad 
government train 
security forces, Chirac 
said he still opposed a 
formal NATO presence 
in Iraq. 

He also criticized 
President Bush's 

support for Turkey's bid 
to join the European 
Union, saying it was 
none of his business. 
The NRF is being set up 
to give NATO the 
military capability to do 
what it could not do 


after the Sept. 11 
attacks on U.S. cities in 
2001: strike back 

quickly and forcefully 
when an ally is attacked 
by a distant foe. 

A cutting-edge 

multinational force with 
warships, fighter planes 
and eventually over 
20,000 troops, it will be 
lethal, agile and ready 
to be deployed to 
hotspots within five 
days. 

NATO plans to deploy a 
battalion of around 
1,000 troops to Kabul 
during the elections and 
some 500 to its five 
military-backed 
"reconstruction teams" 
in northern provinces. 
Diplomats said allies 
had not yet committed 
all those forces. This 
means they will not be 
in place to help with 
voter registration, 
which has been dogged 
by Taliban militia 
attacks. 

One European official 
said the U.S.-French 
tussle was more about 

procedure. Paris is 
concerned that sending 
the NRF to Afghanistan 
could set a precedent 
for using it as a 
"toolbox" whenever 
NATO has problems 
pooling forces for an 
operation. 

"France worries 
(this) would lead to an 
automatism 

jeopardizing the 

principle that a political 
decision must be taken 
before NATO commits 
to operations such as 
i election protection in 
: Afghanistan," the 
i official said. 


Iraqi Transfer has Global Support 

KABUL- 20,000 US-led coalition 

The government troops which have been 
welcomed the stationed here to hunt 

unexpected early and kill Taliban, Al- 
restoration of Iraqi Qaeda and other 
sovereignty saying militants since the fall 
people around the of the Islamic 
world supported the fundamentalist regime 
United States' move to in * late 2001. 
relinquish power. The country, which 
'It sends a very strong suffered a US-led 
and meaningful signal invasion for harboring 
to the forces of Osama bin Laden, is 


violence and terrorism due to hold presidential 
that the Iraqi people and parliamentary 
are taking their destiny elections in September, 
in their own hands and The polls will mark the 
people around the end of the US-backed 
world support them,’ transitional government 
Foreign Ministry of President Hamid 

spokesman Omar Karzai installed 

Samad told AFP. following the fall of the 
'It paves the way for Taliban, but they have 
the Iraqi people to been threatened by 
strengthen their unity, violence from remnants 


to move towards 
representative 


of the militia. 
US overseer in Iraq 


democratic system of Paul Bremer formally 
government and to handed power to the 
create the legal and new government in 


constitutional 


Baghdad early Monday, 


framework that they two days ahead of 
wish to have.' schedule amid widening 
Afghanistan hosts some violence by insurgents. 

l .—--- 

Soliet Med in Attack in Northwest 


HERAT (AFP) - 
A government soldier 
u;is killed \Uien unknown 
gunmen attacked a post in 
northwest, an official 
said Monday. 

Two other soldiers were 
wounded when a group of 
militants fired on the 
checkpoint in a northern 
district of Herat pro\incc. 
close to the border with 
Turkmenistan, provincial 
police chief Ziauddin 
Mahmudi told AFP. 
The attack occurred on 
Saturday in Chargara area 
of Kusht district, north or 
Herat citv and only 50 


kilometers (31 miles) 
south of the 

Turkmenistan border 
'We don't think it was a 
terrorist attack.' Mahmudi 
said. Northern 

Afghanistan is regularly 
hit by factional fighting 
and tribal disputes 
Afghanistan has been hit 
bv a wave of violence, 
blamed on remnants of 
the Taliban regime, in the 
lead-up to historic 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections 
slated to take place in 
September. 


Police Arrest Opium Smugglers 
Posing As Aid Workers 


KABUL(AP) 

Police have seized 90 
kilograms (200 pounds) 
of opium from smugglers 
posing as relief workers, 
a security official said 
Monday, adding a new 
threat to the crumbling 
image of humanitarian 
workers in Afghanistan. 

Police intercepted the 
drugs on Thursday in 
Mazar-e-Sharif, 300 
kilometers (190 miles) 
north of Kabul, said Nick 
Downie of the 
Afghanistan Non- 

Governmental 
Organization Safety 
Office, which advises 
relief groups. 

The drugs were in two 
vehicles marked with the 
insignia of a nonexistent 
aid group, Downie said. 
Police were not fooled by 
a fake radio mount and 
forged documents. 
This elaborate ruse was 
intended to camouflage 
their intention to smuggle 
opium," Downie said. The 
scam could further 
tarnish the image of 
NGOs in Afghanistan." 
It wasn't clear if the men 
had been arrested. 
Officials in Mazar could 
not be reached 
immediately. 

Aid groups already 
complain that attempts 
by the U.S. military to 
woo Afghans by building 
wells and clinics in areas 


of the south and east 
plagued by Taliban-led 
militants has 

compromised their 
neutrality. 

They are also worried by 
suggestions from Afghan 
officials and candidates 
for planned September 
elections that relief 
groups have frittered 
away international aid. 
Purported spokesmen for 
the Taliban have justified 
attacks this month 
including the slaying of 
five medical relief 
workers and two women 
helping to register female 
voters by saying they 
were serving American 
policy interests. 

The American military 
has forecast that attacks 
on civilians will increase 
in the run-up to the 
September polls, where 
Karzai is expected to 
triumph. 

In light of that warning, 
Downie said relief groups 
would have to take 
" ’considerable 
measures" to avoid fresh 
victims, but stopped 
short of advising a 
pullback. 

"The best security 
strategies rely strongly on 
community acceptance," 
he said. "Unfortunately, 
the acceptance that has 
been built up over years 
of effort within local 
communities is eroding 
rapidly." 


Suspected Child Kidnapper 
Arrested In Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) - 
Security forces have arrested 
a man for allegedly 
kidnapping children in the 
capital Kabul, a report said 
Monday. 

The man, who was 
transporting four 'unconscious 
children' in a minibus, was 
stopped at a checkpoint along 
the Kabul-Jalalabad highway, 
the main road to the eastern 
Pakistani border, state-run 
Bakhtar news agency 
reported. The kidnapper of 
the four children was arrested 
at the eastern gate of Kabul,' 
it said. 

According to the report, the 
driver told police he had been 
hired by another person to 
carry the children to the 
border Although there are no 


official statistics on child 
trafficking, reports appear 
almost daily on national 
television of upset parents 
pleading for the return of 
their missing children 
Many children are believed to 
be smuggled to the 
neighboring countries of 
Pakistan and Iran as well as 
the Gulf states for use as 
cheap labor. 

Afghanistan's Independent 
Human Rights Commission is 
monitoring the worrying 
trend and has registered 
more than 300 cases of 
missing children since the 
beginning of the year. It is 
not known whether some of 
these children have since 
returned home. 


Crew Slightly Hurt in 
US-Afghan Chopper Crash 


KABUL (Reuters) - 
A U.S. military helicopter 
caught fire and was 
destroyed after making an 
emergency landing in 
the southern Afghan 

province of Zabul on 
Monday and the crew 
suffered minor injuries, the 
military said. 

A U.S. military statement 
said the cause of the crash 
of the AH-64 attack 
helicopter was under 
investigation, but hostile 
fire had been ruled out. It 
said the crew escaped with 
minor injuries. An AH-64 
has a crew of two. 

The crash occurred in the 
same province where a U.S. 
patrol killed five Taliban 
militants in an engagement 
on Sunday. A U.S. 


statement said five militants 
were wounded and one was 
captured in this incident, 
while the patrol suffered no 
casualties. 

Zabul governor Kheyal 
Mohammad Husseini told 
Reuters earlier that U S. 
forces had killed five 
guerrillas near Qalat on 
Sunday after a group hiding 
in a village fired on a U.S. 
helicopter. 

The United States leads a 
20,000-strong foreign force 
pursuing Taliban, al Qaeda 
and allied militants in 
Afghanistan. It has 
stepped up operations in 
recent weeks in an effort to 
improve security for 
September elections that 
the militants have vowed to 
disrupt 
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